
December, 2018 

Dear Pinehurst Parents and Guardians,  

On behalf of the Pinehurst Staff I would like to thank each of you for supporting your child during 

American Education Week. We had many families visit during this week. We hope that you found this 

time to be memorable for both you and your child. Please know that you are welcome to visit with your 

child any time during the school year. We welcome your input and value the partnership that we have 

with you as we strive for educational excellence.  

Next week, mid-term progress notes will be distributed for the second marking term. The progress 

notes serve as a reminder that the end of the marking term is approaching. When the progress notes 

are distributed there will be four weeks remaining in the marking term. Please review your child’s 

progress note and determine if there are any areas that need to be addressed. Please encourage your 

child to do their very best, every day.  

I would like to offer a few reminders as we approach the middle of the second marking term. 

The school day is 8:45 – 3:15. Please do not drop your child off prior to 8:15 each day. Additionally, 

your child must be picked up by 3:30 each day.  

Please call the office prior to 2:00 if your child will be dismissed in a different manner on any given 

day.  

If you child is absent, please send in a parent or doctor’s note. The note will allow for us to excuse 

your child’s absence.  

If your phone number changes, please notify the front office in writing. It is very important that we 

have the most up-to-date contact information in the event of a sickness or emergency.  

When visiting your child’s classroom, please check in with the front office. All visitors must be 

checked in using the Raptor Security System before proceeding to any instructional area in the 

building. A valid driver’s license is required. Thank you for helping us maintain a safe school 

climate for both students and staff.  

If your child’s class is hosting a holiday celebration, please refrain from sending in homemade 

baked goods. Food provided for class/holiday celebrations must be store bought.  

Many great things are taking place at Pinehurst School each day. Our staff works hard to support the 

academic and social development of every child. In addition to providing rigorous instruction for every 

child, we continue to encourage appropriate social interactions towards staff and students. The 

Pinehurst School Code contains key words to support your child’s social development. Words such as 

LOVE, KINDNESS, and SUPPORT are critical in today’s world. Please encourage your child to 

demonstrate these great characteristics at home, at school, and in our community.  

 

On behalf of the dedicated staff at Pinehurst School I wish each of you much happiness this holiday 

season.  

 

Thank you, 

Kevin Smith 

Acting Principal 



 

 

 
Spotlight on… 

 

Hello Pinehurst families! Each of your students’ teachers have begun the math program ST Math  

this school year.  Students who are working on ST Math are completing games that increase their math  

skills through puzzles and challenges.  Your student has access to ST Math by visiting web.stmath.com  

and using their lunch number as their log in. If your student is struggling, help them by asking question 

about what they see happening on the screen. The hardest part will be to have them struggle, but allow  

them to problem-solve, without giving the answers. We at Pinehurst appreciate your support and bridging 

the learning between home and school in math. 

Melissa Hileman and Melissa Dennis 

Free Online Reading and Math Support: 

Are you looking for free online resources to support your child’s reading and math skills that they can 
use at home?  Do you need resources at home to help with math homework?  The following link will 
take you to online resources that you can use at home or at the library:   
Online Reading, Writing & Math Resources: 

https://www.wcboe.org/Domain/62 

Writing 

Goal Number 1: Getting children to see themselves as writers  

Ideas for Home: 
Provide supplies (different types of paper and writing tools) 

Model writing for your child (writing a grocery list, writing a recipe, writing short 

notes to put on the refrigerator) 

Helpful Hints: 
Compliment your child when they choose to write. 

Allow your child to make mistakes~ these are valuable lessons to learn from! 

 

If you have any questions or comments, please email Amanda Banks 

abanks@wcboe.org and/or Christen Tacka ctacka@wcboe.org.  

https://www.wcboe.org/Domain/62
mailto:abanks@wcboe.org
mailto:ctacka@wcboe.org


Title 1 Corner 

Our Parent Strategy Workshop, scheduled for December 4th, has been canceled and will be rescheduled. We  
realize as this is a busy time of year, and not many families were able to attend. Please look for a rescheduled 
date in February. The following Monday, Dec 10th,  is our Holiday Program from 6-7pm . Title 1 staff will share          
information about what it means to be a Title 1 school. We will share our Pinehurst Compact and brochure.  

Have you visited our parent resource center located in the front office? Please stop by and take brochures that 
address many concerns, including; how to get kids to love to read, activities for a rainy day, setting rules and 
routines at home, etc. We will display different brochures throughout the school year so come by and check 
them out!                                                                             

T.A.D. and S.E.E.K. 

Our first TAD unit this year is “Introduction to Law”. We have been learning about the judicial branch    
of government and how it works. Students have been learning debate skills, as well as the roles people have in a 
court trial. This month students will be going to the Salisbury Circuit Court for a mock trial.  

This year’s theme in SEEK is biomimicry. So far this year we have discussed the importance of              
biodiversity and how humans impact the environment. One example discussed was the impact DDT had on birds    
of prey and how people responded to the concern. By studying plants and animals, humans learn how their unique 
adaptations could be applied to help us solve problems. 

Physical Education:   

Reminder:   Please make sure your child wears sneakers on the days they have Physical Education.  

We want everyone up and moving, regular physical education in childhood improves strength and endurance and 
helps to  build healthy bones and muscles.   In grades 3-5 we have a 100 mile club during recess where students 
can walk/run around the playground and track how many miles they are doing.  Please  encourage your child to   
exercise, eat healthy and get proper rest every day, 

All classes are working on learning the fitness components and working on movement concepts and skills.  

Music: 

This year, Pinehurst students have had several opportunities to perform in the community this year. On November 
10th, the choir and orchestra students performed at the Showcase of Schools in the mall. On November 16th, the 
choir led carols at the tree lighting downtown. 

The guitar club, taught by Salisbury University students, is continuing to work towards the winter concert       
performance. If your student was not able to join guitar club this fall, there will be future opportunities. 

3rd grade students are preparing for a recorder unit in January. Forms to buy a recorder are due, with payment, 
by December 14th. 

Upcoming Event: Winter Concert, December 10th, 6 pm, featuring all choir students, continuing strings, a        
woodwind trio, and our guitar club. 

ACC team: 

During the month of December, the ACC classes will begin their unit on Winter and Family Traditions. Students 
will explore the different members in each family as well as the role they play in the family dynamic. We will      
discuss different celebrations that each family observes. The students will conduct an experiment using model 
snow to construct a winter scene.  

 

Pre–Kindergarten:  

Prekindergarten has been studying the environment.  We are learning how to keep the environment safe and clean 
by recycling.  We are also learning about the ocean and the coral reef.  Come and see how we have created a coral 
reef using recycled materials! 

The prekindergarten students will study a mini unit in December entitled, “Holidays Around the World”.  In this 
unit we will learn about Hanukkah, Kwanza, and Christmas.  As a culminating activity, we will “shop” at the Dollar 
Tree, eat lunch at Applebee’s and visit Santa at the Centre @ Salisbury (all in one day).  Please come join us! 



                           First Grade Fun – December 2018 

 

It has been a busy time in first grade! The first graders have been working hard on several    
seasonal investigations in science and have just finished our first Primary Talent Development 
module. We had a blast being creative and resourceful and are looking forward to completing   
another module in February. Looking ahead, we can’t wait to begin our Holiday and Snow unit to 
celebrate the winter months in social studies. First graders are not only writers now – they are 
also teachers! We have been working on writing nonfiction, or teaching, books in our newest   
writing unit. In math, we are continuing to work on counting on and back skills using frames and arrows, and are looking 
forward to beginning a unit on measurement using objects. Last but not least, in reading we are focusing on books about 
diversity, kindness, and celebrating others. As always, please be sure to read for at least 15 minutes every night, and 
practice your addition and subtraction facts to 20. The first grade team wishes you and yours a wonderful holiday   
season! -     Mrs. Justice, Mrs. Cheung, Miss Felesky, Miss Webster, and Miss Pobst 
 

Fourth Grade: 

Fourth grade has enjoyed a busy and interactive start to this school year! We thoroughly enjoyed our first field trip  
to Furnace Town in which we experienced what life was like in the 1800s. In Math we welcomed Pinehurst ’s very own 
Technology Coach, Mrs. Patty Weeg, into our classrooms to integrate robots into several different mathematics      
lessons. In Science we are wrapping up our first unit on Energy by building circuits—be on the lookout for your child to 
bring home an assignment in the next few weeks in which a science writing piece will actually include it’s own circuit 
complete with a lit light bulb! Our ELA teachers have completed BAS testing for all of our students which will allow 
them to be appropriately placed into small guided reading groups by the reading level that was determined during the 
BAS testing. We will begin reading our first chapter books of the year—graphic novels in these groups! A highlight of 
Reading this term was when the students each experienced the trip on the Titanic ship as if they were a passenger on 
the boat at the time. Finally, we are looking forward to exploring the many facets of heroism during ELA this unit while 
studying real life heroes and Greek Mythology. 

2nd Grade: 

On December 4th, 2nd grade will be attending the play Lost and Found at Stephen Decatur High School.        
Inview students will take part in winter math and science rotation on December 6. This month students will take the  
test. In writer’s workshop we will continue with informational writing. In math we will start Unit 4, time and measure-
ment, and continue it after winter break.  

3rd Grade: 
 
In December we will continue our Celebrating Traditions theme. Please share your family and community traditions   
with your child. Remember to encourage your child to read daily.  It is one of the most important things they can do to 
improve as readers.  Completing reading homework on a regular basis can help improve reading skills as they practice 
nightly.  We will also be finishing up our narrative writing unit and beginning informative work in our new curriculum. 
 
In math we will focus on individual strategies to help improve addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division fluency.  
It would benefit your child to practice these skills during their nightly homework.  
 
The weather is getting colder.  Please make sure your child has appropriate clothing for playing outdoors.   
  
We wish everyone a Wonderful Winter Break.  
Third Grade Teachers. 

What’s Happening in Kindergarten? 

 

 Kindergarten has been working hard in all areas.  Our students are beginning to read.  We are focused on     
stories that encourage higher-level thinking and comprehension. Our students are challenged to write stories on how-to 
topics.  For example, how to catch a gingerbread man or how to make a gingerbread house.  In math we are exploring 
tens-frames, graphs, and shapes through hands-on learning.  We are using ST Math to enhance our students problem 
solving skills. This has been a very fun way for our students to learn!  

 Our students will explore a variety of festivities in December.  Students will focus on setting, characters, and 
problem and solution through holiday themed stories.  Students will have the chance to create math made gingerbread 
houses. Our students will be engaged in academic reindeer themed games.  To close out the month students will enjoy 
the movie Polar Express along with the chance to wear their pajamas on the last day before winter break. 



5th Grade: 

Making a Difference or “having a social impact” is described as doing something that helps people or makes the 
world  a better place. During the month of December in Reading and Language Arts, the students are learning about 
what it means to show kindness and how it can make a difference in ourselves, family, town, city, country, and world. 
The students will be reading many stories about individuals who have made a difference in themselves, for their 
culture,  or for the world. The students will be asked to use this knowledge of “making a difference” to show    
kindness to someone or something over winter break and document his or her act through pictures and write about 
his or her act of kindness.  

* For example, a student last year saw a group of workers working on a broken water main pipe in the cold. She  de-
cided to make them hot chocolate and cookies and took them out to them. The pictures she took and the story she 
told to describe their reaction to her kindness was priceless.  

In math, students will be working on fraction components as we prepare to add and subtract fractions and mixed 
numbers with unlike denominators.  This skill is a major topic that will be carried out throughout the remainder of 
fifth grade. 

In science, students will be finishing up our unit on space and prepare to explore physical science when we return 
from the winter break.   

The fifth grade team wants to wish all of our families a relaxing and peaceful holiday season and we'll be looking 
forward to a great New Year! 

 

For the second year Pinehurst School has joined with Ripley’s Believe It or Not to 
recognize Ripley’s Incredible Kid. Each month our teachers will nominate a student 
from their classroom who demonstrate “incredible” behavior. Students receiving the 
nomination are presented with a certificate and a pass to Ripley’s Believe It or Not in 
Ocean City. Please join us in congratulating October’s nominees.  

Jace Dickerson, Mah’Liyaah Dale, Mischaela Brutus, Aniya Stubbs, Sofia Ortiz, Luis 
Jimenez, Anne Altema, Joseph Stromberger, Dachena Dorce, Delanie Alvarez-
Espinoza, Lauren Romanowski, Mason Hanson, Audrey Price, Charlotte Burton,  
Lovensky Jean, Luis Cortes, Citlali Avila, Kylee Duffy, Leah Romanowski 

 
 

            Media Corner 
       Miss Byrne 

 

 
 

Pre-K to 2nd grade will be exploring seasonal 

books and participating in corresponding 

literary and S.T.E.A.M. (Science,           

Technology, Engineering, Art Math)        

activities. 

During the month of December, Grades 3-5 

will be working on their research skills. 

3rd – Learning online databases and 

citations 

4th – Maryland Research Project 

5th – Regions of the U.S.A Project 

Makerspace corner is always in need of     

donations! Some supplies we need are: 

Cardboard tubes (paper towel/toilet 

paper) 

Magazines (please make sure they are 

school appropriate) 

Ribbon/String/fabric/felt 

Any crafting materials are welcome! 

 

 
We are a Box Tops School! 

  
Current Amount for 2018-2019 

$374.10!! 
  

Thank you to all who have sent in 
Box Tops! 

  
Keep collecting and filling in the 

Box Tops sheets. 
  

All money raised will be used to 
purchase technology and books for 

student use. 



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

 

2 3 

 

4 

 

5 

Inview Assessment 
9:00 Grade 2 

6 

Inview Assessment 
9:00 Grade 2 

Grade 3 Field Trip 
to Stephen Decatur           
12:00 - 3:00 

7 

 

8 

9 10 

Holiday Concert 
6:00 pm.                       

Large gym 

 

11 

 

12 

Progress Reports 
Distributed 

PTA Meeting at 
Stone Grove Crossing 
Community Center 

13 

 

14 

Teacher of the 
Year forms due 

Grade 1 DNR 
Assembly in 
classrooms 

15 

16 17 

PreK Field Trip 
9:30 - 1:30 

18 

 

19 

 

20 

PTA Casual 
Day $1.00 CAP 
Pants with Red/
Green Shirt 

21 

Schools Closed 
for Winter Break 

December 21 to 
January 1 

22 

23 24 

 

25 

 

 

26 

 

27 28 29 

30 31 Jan 1 Jan 2 

Schools Reopen at 
8:15 

   

Telephone:  410/677-5810 

Fax:  410/677-5858 

 

School Hotline: 

410/677-5100 

For inclement weather,  

delays, and other related information. 

 

Kevin R. Smith, Principal 

Alexan Dargan, Assistant Principal 

Matthew W. Curtis, Dean of Students 

December, 2018 


